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disaggregated by victim-offender characteristics, the circumstances of the event,  
victim-offender relationship, and other important elements of criminal events. 
When completed, nationally-representative NIBRS data will increase our nation’s 
ability to monitor, respond to, and prevent crime by allowing NIBRS to produce 
timely, detailed, and accurate national measures of crime incidents.19

Case Studies and FBI Data
How would these crime data collection systems account for the crimes highlighted in 

our case studies? Would the criminal acts committed by Joshua Paul Benjamin be reflected 
in the FBI data? And what of the case of Chris Farias? How would the violence against 
Jennifer Schuett be reflected in the FBI data collection systems? Finally, would one find 
evidence of the offenses committed by Danny Madrid in the FBI data?

Let’s begin with Joshua Paul Benjamin. In Chapter 1, we learned that as a child, Joshua 
was hit by a car, resulting in serious injuries. Initially, he was unable to communicate 
and his left side was paralyzed. Doctors believed that this near-fatal accident also stunted 
Joshua’s cognitive and psychological development. Eventually, Joshua was again able to 
communicate, and he overcame his paralysis. One effect of the injuries sustained was 
Joshua’s preference to play with younger boys. Joshua found that he just did not get along 
with adults or boys his own age.

When Joshua was 14, his uncle began molesting him. The molestation was not 
the cause of Joshua’s introduction to the criminal justice system. Like many victims of 
molestation, he kept this abuse to himself. Rather, Joshua’s introduction to the criminal 

Given the coverage of NIBRS, do you feel it represents crime in the United States the same as, better than, 
or not as well as other data collection efforts?

Source: National Crime Statistics Exchange, Bureau of Justice Statistics.

Figure 2.2  n  NIBRS and NCS-X Coverage
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